Fingerpicking Pt. 1 


Fingerpicking is pretty self-explanatory. You pick with your fingers. When you do this you use your thumb, index, middle, and ring fingers. Your fingers are labeled as "Pima". In other words, "P" represents your thumb, "I" represents your index finger, and so on. They got these letters from some other language like anything else we abbreviate in English, but I am not going to go into that. So just about everything with fingerpicking will name the fingers by the "Pima" method. The pinky finger is not used much and therefore does not have a letter to go by. The diagram below should clarify any questions you have about "Pima". People who really enjoy fingerpicking sometimes grow their nails longer to play with their nails. This is better than plucking the strings with your fingertips. 

[image: image1.jpg]



Fingerpicking Pt. 2 


This lesson will pretty much just give you a few examples of some fingerpicking patterns to play around with. I am definitely not an expert on this but I thought it would be good to share with you these little patterns. 



As a general rule, the 4th, 5th, and 6th strings are plucked by your thumb (or "P" finger). The 3rd string is plucked by your index finger ("I"). The 2nd string is plucked by your middle finger ("M"), and the 1st string is plucked by your ring finger ("A"). 

 

The examples below both use a C major chord. These patterns are not limited to this chord though. These patterns are meant to be used in chord progressions. Try alternating through the patterns when you play different chord progressions. These patterns can be used as warmups, plus they can help you gain more control over your right hand. Play through these at your own pace. You can make some nice little 3 chord tunes with these.

C Major
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    Example 1      Example 2    

E------------0--|-----------0--|

B------1--------|-----1--------|

G---------0-----|--------------|

D---2-----------|--------2-----|

A---------------|--3-----------|

E---------------|--------------|

 P  M  I  A     P  M  P  A
    Example 3   Example 4 

E------------|--0--------|

B---1--------|-----1-----|

G------0-----|--------0--|

D---------2--|-----------|

A---3--------|--3--------|

E------------|-----------|

M  I  P     A  M  I   
             P           P    
The "P" with the "A" over it means that you play the lower note with the "P" (your thumb)
and the higher note with the "A" (your ring finger). 
