	



Notes on the 2nd String


	Standard Notation
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B 2nd String, Open 
C 2nd String, 1st Fret 
D 2nd String, 3rd Fret 
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open 
first finger 
third finger 
along with.
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The Notes on the Staff The notes on the staff can be placed either on a line or on a space. The notes ascend starting on the bottom of the staff. The bottom line is E. Any note placed on this line is played E unless there is an accidental or the key signature states otherwise. The space right above it is F. above F is G (on the 2nd line) and so on. The staff ascends alphabetically, not chromatically like the fretboard of the guitar does. The notes may also extend beyond the boundaries of the staff. When this happens, small lines called ledger lines are added. 
Here are the tricks to learning the staff.
To Learn the lines (E-G-B-D-F) learn Every Good Boy Does Fine.
To Learn the spaces (F-A-C-E) learn Face, obviously. 

Figure 2
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	Notes on the 2nd String


	Standard Notation
	

	The lines and spaces of the staff are like stair steps. In the next exercise the first note is B. The next note moves up to the next space which is C. As you go up to the next line or space the names of the notes go up in the alphabet. As you go down, the letter names go down. One stupid but very important thing you should do right now is to learn you alphabet from A to G forward and backwards. Forwards hopefully is not a problem. Become as comfortable going backwards. This will help a great deal in you musical endeavors. 

Be sure to learn the names of the notes both on the staff and on the guitar, not just where you put your fingers. 
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	Notes on the 2nd String


	Standard Notation
	

	Dotted Half Notes receive 3 beats 
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Whole Notes receive 4 beats
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A dot placed after a note will increase it's value by half the original.
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A time signature consists of two numbers placed at the beginning of a piece of music.

The top number tells you how many beats are in each measure.

The bottom number will tell you which rhythm gets one beat. (The 4 stands for the quarter note getting one beat)

In the beginning the only numbers you will see in the top are 3 or 4. In the bottom you will only see a 4 at this point. (more on time signature later) 
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